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Per  capita  consump- 
tion of  red  meats  and  poultry 
will  total  about  228  pounds 
this  year,  about  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier.  Poultry 
consumption  will  be  up  about 
2  pounds  and  beef  and  veal 
about  the  same,  but  pork 
will  be  down.  Also,  lamb 
and  mutton  likely  will  be 
lower. 


PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTION  OF  BEEF 
AND  VEAL,  PORK,  AND  BROILERS 


POUNDS 


1959-63  '64 
Avg. 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


'65      '66      '67  '68 

♦  excluding  lard.  Aforecast. 


NEG.  ERS  5732  -  61  (  10)   ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 


Changes  in  Firm  and  Plant  Size  in 
Broiler  and  Turkey  Processing 


Published  5  times  a  year  by. 
ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURI 


PES-259 


Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance 
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Item  : 

Unit  : 

Month  : 
or  : 
date  : 

Average 
1962-66 

:  1967 

1968 

1969  i 

Month  : 
or  : 
date  : 

Average 
1962-66 

1967  : 

1968  ': 

1969 

Eggs 

Farm  production  : 

Mil  *  eggs  : 

Sept. 

5,068 

5,59^ 

5,1*82 

Oct. 

5,306 

5,831 

5,682 

Average  number  of  : 
layers  on  farms  ....  : 

Mil.  : 

Sept. 

299.9 

317.2 

310.8 

310.6 

'  Oct. 

306.9 

323.2 

315.6 

Rate  of  lay  per  layer  .  .  : 

Eggs  : 

Sept. 

16.9 

17.6 

17.5 

17.7 

Oct. 

17.3 

18.0 

18.0 

Frozen  egg  production  .  .  : 

Mil .  lb  ■  i 

Aug. 

25.6 

35.1 

2b  .1 

28.0 

Sept. 

20.5 

29.0 

19.7 

23.6 

Dried  egg  production  .  .  : 

Mil.  lb.  : 

Aug. 

1*.2 

7.5 

8.8 

5.1 

Sept. 

2.8 

5.7 

5.3 

1*.2 

Prices  received  by  : 
farmers   . 

1"*+-      ney   r\c\r?  • 
v..  l  ,    pel    u  u  i.  .  , 

Sept. 

37.3 

32.0 

1*3.0 

1*0.2 

Oct. 

37.1 

28.7 

37.8 

1*0.0 

Retail  price  (BLS)  ...  : 

Ct.  per  doz.  : 

Aug. 

5U.2 

51.2 

55.0 

63.1* 

Sept. 

59.3 

^9-9 

60.7 

63.0 

Price  paid  for  : 
laying  feed  1/  .  .  .  . 

Dol.  per  ton  : 

Sept. 

2/85.0 

85.O 

79-0 

81.0 

Oct. 

81+. 8 

81+.0 

79.0 

80.0 

Egg-feed  price  ratio  1/  . 

Ratio  : 

Sept. 

2/8.8 

7.5 

10.9 

9-9 

Oct. 

8.7 

<V 

9.6 

10.0 

Stocks:  : 

Shell   

Frozen   

Thous.  cases 
Mil.  lb. 

Sept. 
Sept. 

211 
98.6 

315 
98.9 

229 
108.9 

120 
6K3 

Oct. 
Oct. 

187 
90.8 

253 

100.0 

150 
102.0 

85 
56.6 

Replacement  chicks 

hatched   

Mil. 

Sept. 

27.9 

31*. 6 

37.5 

39.1* 

Oct. 

29.0 

32.9 

1+0.1+ 

1+1-.  1+ 

Poultry 

Price  at  farm  live-weight 
Broilers  ....... 

Farm  chickens  ... 
All  chickens  ... 
Turkeys   

'.  Ct.  per  lb. 
:  Ct.  per  lb. 
:  Ct.  per  lb. 
:  Ct.  per  lb. 

Sept. 

Sept. 
:  Sept . 
:  Sept. 

1U.8 
9.2 
1^.1 

a.6 

12.5 
7.5 
11.9 
20.1 

13.9 
8.1+ 
13. 1* 
20.7 

15.6 
9.5 
15.1 

21.1* 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

1I+.2 
9.0 
13.1+ 

21.8 

12.1+ 
7.2 
11.7 
19.0 

12.7 
8.3 
12.2 
21.1 

ll*.7 
22.1+ 

9-City  weighted  average 
wholesale  broiler  price 
ready-to-cook  .  .  . 

:  Ct.  per  lb. 

:  Sept. 

3/26.1+ 

25.0 

27.6 

29.6 

Oct. 

2U.9 

23.8 

25.1 

28.1* 

Retail  price  of 
broilers  in  Urban 
Areas,  ViSLoJ  .... 

i   \j  l •   per  XL). 

:  Aug. 

1*0.0 

38.7 

1*0.9 

1+1*. 5 

:  Sept. 

1*0.3 

39.1 

1+1.3 

Stocks : 

Turkeys   

Total  poultry  .... 

:     Mil.  lb. 
.      Mil    lb . 

:   Sept . 
:  Sept. 
:  Sept . 

21.2 
156.5 
260.7 

36.2 
332.1 
1*86.3 

16.7 
30l*.  7 
!*13.5 

21.6 

237.1 
323.9 

Oct. 
Oct. 
:  Oct. 

22.5 

21+8.8 

362.3 

35.1* 
1+1+1.5 
602.9 

18.1+ 
385.9 

1+92.0 

20.5 
329.2 
1*22.3 

Broiler-feed  price  1/  . 

:  Dol.  per  ton 

:   Sept . 

2/93.5 

93.0 

88.0 

92.0 

Oct. 

92.8 

91.0 

88.0 

90.0 

Broiler-feed  price 

:  Ratio 

:  Sept. 

2/3.1 

2.7 

3.2 

3.U 

Oct. 

3.1 

2.7 

2.9 

3.3 

Turkey-feed  price  if  .  . 

:  Dol.  per  ton 

:  Sept . 

2/91.2 

90.0 

86.0 

90.0 

Oct. 

90.2 

89.O 

86.0 

90.0 

Turkey-feed  price 

:  Ratio 

:  Sept . 

2/1*.  7 

h.5 

l*.8 

1+.8 

Oct. 

1+.8 

i».3 

l*.9 

5.0 

Placement  of 

broiler  chicks  in 

22  States   

:  Mil. 

:  Sept . 

38.6 

i*i*.  0 

i*i*.6 

51.3 

Oct. 

39.0 

1+3.6 

1*5.9 

50.9 

l/  Prior  to  January  1968,  laying  feed  prices  were  in  100  pound  units.  Since  January  1968,  prices  reflect  tonnage  sold  in 
bulk,  sacked  and  at  quantity  price  discounts.    2/  1963-66  average.    3/  \96k-68  average. 
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SUMMARY* 


A  moderate  increase  in  egg  production 
and  larger  broiler  output  over  year-earlier 
levels  are  expected  in  the  first  half  of  1970. 
Turkey   meat   supplies   likely   will  be  down. 

Egg  production  in  the  first  half  of  1970 
will  likely  be  moderately  above  this  year. 
Although  the  laying  flock  on  October  1  was 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  there 
were  more  pullets  3  months  old  or  older  and 
not  yet  laying  and  the  hatch  of  egg-type  chicks 
has  been  above  year-earlier  levels  since  July. 
Thus,  assuming  fairly  normal  culling,  the  lay- 
ing flock  in  the  first  half  of  1970  will  likely 
be  larger.  In  addition,  the  current  laying  flock 
has  more  pullets  and  fewer  hens,  pointing  to 
a  higher  rate  of  lay. 

Although  egg  supplies  are  expected  to  be 
larger  in  the  first  half  of  1970,  strong  demand 
for  eggs  used  in  liquid  egg  production  will  tend 
to  hold  average  egg  prices  near  year-earlier 
levels. 


Egg  production  during  the  rest  of  1969 
is  expected  to  be  a  little  above  last  year. 
However,  the  year's  output  likely  will  fall 
slightly  short  of  1968.  Production  for  the  first 
3  quarters  was  down  nearly  2  percent  due  to 
fewer  layers  and  a  reduced  rate  of  lay  in  the 
first  half.  In  the  third  quarter  the  laying 
flock  averaged  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier, 
and  may  average  larger  during  the  last  quarter, 
because  of  a  3  percent  increase  in  pullet  chicks 
placed  for  laying  flocks  during  the  first  7 
months  of  1969.  The  rate  of  culling  of  older 
birds  will  also  influence  the  size  of  the  flock. 
On  October  1,  1969,  hens  1  year  old  and 
older  were  down  6  percent  and  pullets  of  lay- 
ing age  were  up  more  than  8  percent. 

Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  in  1969 
may  average  about  5  cents  a  dozen  above 
the  36.5  cents  received  in  1968.  In  the  first 


*  The  summary  of  this  report  was  released  November 
5,  1969. 
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quarter  of  1969,  egg  prices  averaged  nearly 
10  cents  a  dozen  above  the  low  level  of  a  year 
earlier.  Prices  were  up  moderately  in  the  spring 
and  slightly  in  the  summer.  Prices  remained 
strong  during  October,  averaging  around  40 
cents  a  dozen. 


Both  broiler  and  turkey  production  in  the 
first  half  of  1970  are  expected  to  be  larger 
than  a  year  earlier,  in  response  to  higher 
prices  received  by  producers  during  most  of 
1969.  The  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  has 
been  increased  substantially  in  recent  months 
and  could  support  a  substantial  increase  in 
production.  About  3  percent  more  turkey  poults 
have  been  hatched  this  year  for  marketing  in 
early  1970,  a  period  of  seasonally  light  pro- 
duction. Also,  breeder  flock  owners  reported 
intentions  as  of  September  1  to  keep  1  percent 
more  turkey  breeder  hens  for  the  1970  hatching 
season. 


With  larger  prospective  supplies,  broiler 
prices  for  the  first  half  of  1970  may  be  below 
year-earlier  levels,  but  turkeys  may  average 
above  1969.  The  prospective  increase  in  turkey 
production  will  be  more  than  offset  by  smaller 
cold  storage  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


SITUATION  A 


EGGS 


Situation  and  Outlook  for  rest  of  1969 

Production— Egg  production  in  1969  is 
expected  to  total  slightly  below  the  193  million 
cases  produced  last  year.  Production  in  the 
first  2  quarters  of  1969  was  down  over  2 
percent.  Third  quarter  output  rose  to  slightly 
above  a  year  earlier,  and  fourth  quarter  pro- 
duction is  expected  to  show  a  further  gain 
relative  to  1968. 

The  slightly  smaller  output  in  1969  is 
resulting  primarily  from  a  smaller  laying 
flock  during  the  first  half.  Also,  the  rate  of 
lay  was  down  in  early  1969.  On  January  1, 
1969,  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  was  down 
about  4  percent  from  the  previous  year.  But 
on  October  1,  hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age 
on  farms  totaled  314  million,  nearly  the  same 


Based  on  increases  in  broiler  chick  place- 
ments, broiler  marketings  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1969  may  be  about  10  percent  above  1968  levels. 
Output  in  Federally  inspected  plants  for  the 
first  3  quarters  of  1969  averaged  8  percent 
above  a  year  earlier. 

Unusually  strong  consumer  demand  has 
kept  prices  of  broilers  this  year  moderately 
above  1968  despite  larger  supplies  of  both 
broilers  and  red  meats.  However,  prices  have 
declined  seasonally  since  summer  and  with 
marketings  expected  to  increase  further  over 
year-ago  levels,  prices  in  coming  weeks  likely 
will  average  below  October  levels. 

The  number  of  turkeys  raised  in  1969 
is  almost  the  same  as  last  year.  But  heavy 
breed  birds  make  up  a  larger  portion  of  the 
crop,  and  total  meat  output  will  be  up  slightly. 

Live  turkey  prices  during  the  first  3 
quarters  of  1969  averaged  20.5  cents  a  pound-- 
1.4  cents  above  the  same  period  of  1968. 
Large  cold  storage  stocks  early  in  1969  de° 
pressed  prices,  but  as  stocks  worked  down, 
prices  strengthened  and  in  October  averaged 
22.4  cents  per  pound.  This  generally  stronger 
price  tone  will  likely  be  maintained  the  rest 
of  the  year. 


D  OUTLOOK 


as  a  year  earlier;  however,  pullets  3  months 
old  and  older  but  not  yet  laying  were  over  2 
million  higher,  Thus  the  number  of  layers 
in  the  fourth  quarter  may  average  slightly 
above  a  year  earlier. 


Eggs:  Average  number  of  layers  on  farms,  eggs  per 
layer,  and  eggs  produced,  1968  and  1969 


:    Number  : 

Eggs 

Eggs 

Calendar 

;     of  la 

yers  : 

per  layer 

produced 

quarter 

:  1968  : 

1969  : 

1968  :  1969 

1968  :  1969 

—  Mil.  --- 

---  No.  --- 

--Mil.  cs.  -- 

1 

324 

315 

54.9  54.0 

49.3  47.2 

11 

312 

310 

56.9  57.1 

49.4  49.2 

III 

308 

308 

54.7  55.0 

46.8  47.0 

IV 

53.4 

47.1 

-  4  - 


PES-259 


NOVEMBER  1969 


The  laying  flock  will  likely  increase  over 
1968  during  the  rest  of  this  year  because  of 
a  3  percent  increase  in  pullet  chicks  placed 
for  laying  flocks  during  January-July. 

The  larger  placements  were  probably 
partially  offset  by  increased  culling  of  older 
birds.  On  October  1  the  laying  flock  contained 
6  percent  fewer  hens  and  over  8  percent  more 
pullets  of  laying  age.  All  regions  except  the 
South  Central  had  fewer  hens  than  a  year 
earlier.  Hens  accounted  for  54  percent  of  the 
total  laying  flock  on  October  1,  compared 
with  57  percent  a  year  earlier. 

Prices — Prices  received  by  producers  for 
eggs  in  1969  are  expected  to  average  about  5 
cents  a  dozen  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices 
in  the  first  quarter  were  up  nearly  10  cents 
a  dozen.  Prices  in  the  spring  were  moderately 
above  1968  levels;  with  seasonally  smaller 
supplies,  markets  strengthened  in  the  summer 
from  spring  and  averaged  slightly  above  a 
year  earlier.  Prices  to  producers  in  October 
averaged  40  cents  a  dozen,  over  2  cents  above 
October  1968.  Demand  is  expected  to  continue 
strong,  and  prices  for  the  rest  of  1969  may 
average  near  October  levels. 


Eggs:  Average  mid-  month  price  received  by 
producers,  and  Chicago  wholesale  prices 


Calendar 
quarter 

Price 
received 
by  producer 

Chicago 
wholesale  price  1/ 

Lar 

ge  : 

Mediums 

1968  ; 

1969 

1968  ; 

1969; 

1968  ;  1969 

Cents  pe 

r  dozen 

I  • 

30.9 

40.4 

33.1 

45.6 

28.2  40.0 

II  : 

28.9 

32.7 

31.5 

35.8 

27.2  29.6 

ill 

36.7 

37.7 

44.3 

45.9 

36.2  37.3 

IV 

39.7 

45.1 

39.2 

1/  Chicago,  weighted  averaged  price,  delivered. 
White,  80  percent  Grade  A. 


Chicago  wholesale  prices  for  grade  A 
large  eggs  for  the  third  quarter  averaged 
45.9  cents  a  dozen,  about  10  cents  above  the 
second  quarter  and  slightly  above  the  third 
quarter  of  1968.  Prices  in  October  averaged 
47.1  cents  a  dozen,  about  1.7  cents  below 
September  but  7.2  cents  above  October  1968. 

The  price  paid  by  producers  for  laying 
feed  for  the  first  9  months  of  1969  averaged 


about  $80  a  ton,  down  slightly  from  a  year 
earlier.  However,  laying  feed  prices  in  October 
averaged  about  2  percent  higher.  Despite  rising 
feed  costs  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  October 
was  10.0  compared  with  9.6  for  October  1968. 
Prices  for  started  pullets  in  1969  have  averaged 
about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Costs  of 
most  other  production  items  such  as  labor, 
equipment,  and  interest  have  increased. 

Utilization— Total  production  of  liquid  egg 
products  through  September  this  year  was  12 
percent  below  the  same  period  of  1968.  Liquid 
egg  production  for  immediate  consumption  dur- 
ing the  period  was  up  30  percent;  but  this 
gain  was  more  than  offset  by  a  12  percent  decline 
in  use  for  freezing  and  an  18  percent  drop  in 
output  for  drying.  The  strong  demand  and  re- 
latively high  prices  in  1969  for  shell  eggs, 
together  with  the  earlier  expectation  of  signifi- 
cantly larger  production  in  the  closing  months 
of  the  year,  discouraged  production  of  egg 
products.  On  October  1,  cold  storage  holdings 
of  frozen  eggs  were  down  45  percent  from  a 
year  earlier.  On  a  year  around  basis,  eggs  for 
commercial  breaking  account  for  8  to  10 percent 
of  U.S.  production. 

More  eggs  are  being  used  for  hatching 
purposes  this  year.  For  the  first  8  months, 
6  percent  more  eggs  went  for  broiler  chick 
hatchings  and  3  percent  more  for  egg-type 
chicks  than  in  the  same  months  of  1968.  Eggs 
used  for  hatching  this  year  through  August 
accounted  for  about  7  percent  of  total  eggs 
produced.  Substantially  more  eggs  likely  will 
be  used  for  hatching  in  the  fourth  quarter  than 
last  year. 

Combined  exports  of  shell  eggs  and  the 
shell  equivalent  of  egg  products  for  January- 
September  this  year  were  11.8  percent  below 
the  562,330  cases  for  1968.  Exports  of  shell 
eggs  declined  3  percent  and  those  of  egg  pro- 
ducts by  more  than  50  percent,  Substantially 
higher  U.S.  prices  appeared  to  be  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  decline. 

Outlook  into  1970 

Production— Egg  production  in  the  first 
half  of  1970  likely  will  be  moderately  above 
1969.  Flock  size  is  expected  to  be  above 
1969  levels  in  the  first  half, and  may  continue 
larger  throughout  the  year.  The  laying  flock 
on  January  1  will  contain  more  pullets  but 
fewer  hens  than  a  year  earlier.  With  a  younger 
flock  the  rate  of  lay  also  may  be  above  a  year 
earlier,  at  least  through  the  first  half  of  1970. 
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More  pullet  placements  and  egg  settings 
in  recent  months  indicate  an  increase  of  5 
to  6  percent  in  pullets  placed  in  the  laying 
flocks  during  the  first  half  of  1970.  And  with 
higher  egg-feed  price  relationship  in  recent 
months,  producers  probably  will  continue  to 
start  more  chicks  during  the  first  half  of 
1970,  for  addition  to  the  laying  flock  after 
mid -year.  However,  the  size  of  the  laying 
flock  will  also  be  influenced  by  the  extent 
of  forced  molting  and  the  rate  of  culling  of 
laying  flocks  during  1970. 

Prices— Although  egg  supplies  are  ex- 
pected to  be  larger  in  early  1970,  strong 
demand  for  eggs  used  in  liquid  egg  production 
will  tend  to  hold  first  quarter  egg  prices 
near  the  40.4  cents  a  dozen  received  by  pro- 
ducers in  the  first  quarter  of  1969.  Seasonally 
increasing  production  during  the  second  quarter 
will  result  in  the  usual  price  declines,  but 
prices  likely  will  average  near  the  second 
quarter  of  last  year.  Egg  prices  during  the 
first  half  of  1970  will  be  bolstered  by  an  ex- 
pected increase  in  demand  for  shell  eggs  for 
processing. 

Utilization — Liquid  egg  production  the  first 
half  of  1970  probably  will  increase  from  the 
low  levels  of  last  year.  Relatively  high  egg 
prices  in  1969  apparently  reduced  liquid  egg 
production,  and  stocks  of  egg  products  have 
been  pulled  down  to  low  levels.  Shell  eggs 
may  be  more  plentiful  in  the  first  half  of 
1970,  and  prices  during  the  winter  will  likely 
average  lower. 

More  eggs  are  expected  to  be  used  for 
hatching  in  the  first  half  of  1970— for  broiler 
and  probably  for  egg-type  chicks. 

Consumption  of  shell  eggs  in  1969  is 
expected  to  total  slightly  below  1968.  If  egg 
production  increases  as  expected  in  the  first 
half  of  1970  consumption  likely  will  run  close 
to  year-earlier  levels. 

Prices  paid  by  producers  for  laying  feed 
in  1970  are  expected  to  be  up  slightly.  Also, 
costs  of  other  production  items  are  expected 
to  continue  to  increase  but  at  a  slower  pace 
than  in  1969. 

BROILERS 

Recent  Situation  and  Outlook  for  Fall 

Production— Broiler  meat  production  in 
1969  is  expected  to  total  almost  a  tenth  above 


1968.  Output  in  Federally  inspected  processing 
plants  during  the  3  quarters  of  1969  totaled 
4.9  billion  pounds,  over  8  percent  above  a 
year  earlier.  The  number  of  broilers  marketed 
was  up  7  percent  and  the  average  liveweight 
was  up  over  1  percent.  Weekly  broiler  slaughter 
in  October  averaged  8  "percent  above  a  year 
earlier.  Based  on  .increases  in  broiler  chick 
placements,  broiler  slaughter  supplies  for  the 
last  quarter  will  likely  average  about  10  per- 
cent above  the  same  quarter  of  1968. 

Broilers:  Number  inspected,  average  liveweight, 
and  pounds  certified  as  wholesome  in 
Federally  inspected  plants 


:Certified  as 

Number 

Average 

;wholesome 

Calendar 

inspected 

liveweight 

< ready- to- cook- 

quarters 

:  weights  ) 

;  1968  ;  1969 

1968  '  1969 

;  1968  ;  1969 

—  Mil.— 

--   Lb.  — 

—  Mil.  lb.  — 

I  : 

542.2  573.4 

3.54  3.60 

1,361.7  1,468.9 

II  : 

597.1  645.1 

3.54  3.57 

1,514.2  1,670.1 

III  : 

634.0  670.0 

3.52  3.57 

1,601.4  1,720.1 

IV  : 

562.7 

3.63 

1,461.7 

Prices— Broiler  prices  for  1969  are  ex- 
pected to  average  about  5  percent  above  1968. 
Unusually  strong  consumer  demand  for  meat 
has  kept  prices  for  the  first  3  quarters  of  1969 
above  last  year  despite  larger  supplies  of 
broilers  and  continued  large  supplies  of  red 
meat.  Wholesale  prices  of  ready-to-cook  broil- 
ers in  9  cities  averaged  29.6  cents  per  pound 
for  January-September,  nearly  7  percent  above 
a  year  earlier.  Prices  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  will  be  seasonally  lower;  but  despite 
substantially  larger  supplies,  prices  may  aver- 
age above  the  25.5  cent  level  of  October- 
December  1968.  Wholesale  prices  during  Octo- 
ber averaged  28.4  cents  a  pound,  1.2  cents 
below  September  but  about  3  cents  above  Octo- 
ber 1968. 

Prices  paid  by  producers  for  broiler  feeds 
in  the  first  9  months  of  1969  averaged  slightly 
above  a  year  earlier;  feed  prices  were  lower 
in  the  first  quarter  but  higher  in  the  second 
and  third  quarters.  October's  price  was  down 
from  September  but  above  a  year  earlier. 
However,  prices  likely  will  increase  and  be 
above  year-earlier  levels  for  the  rest  of  this 
year.   Costs  of  most  other  items  used  in  the 
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production  and  marketing  of  broilers  increased 
this  year,  particularly  labor,  equipment,  and 
interest  The  October  1969  index  of  prices 
paid  by  all  types  of  farmers  for  commodities 
and  services,  including  interest,  taxes  and  farm 
wage  rates,  was  up  5  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.  Also,  Georgia  broiler  chick  hatching 
eggs  in  1969  have  averaged  about  5  percent 
above,  and  broiler  chick  prices  4  percent 
above  a  year  earlier. 


Broilers:  Average  mid- month  prices  received 
by  producers,  and  9-  city  weighted  average 
price,  1968  and  1969 


Calendar 
quarters 

Price  received 
by  producers 

:     9 -city  weighted 
:     average  (ready- 
:     to- cook  weight) 

:  1968 

;  1969 

;  1968 

;  1969 

Cents 

per  pound 

I  : 

14.3 

14.9 

27.3 

28.2 

II  : 

14.6 

14.9 

27.6 

29.6 

III 

14.8 

15.8 

28.0 

31.0 

IV 

13.2 

25.5 

Utilization — January-September  exports 
of  whole  young  chickens  and  parts  totaled 
65.6  million  pounds,  4  percent  above  these 
months  in  1968.  Exports  of  whole  young  chickens 
were  up  23  percent  while  chicken  parts  in- 
creased by  only  3  percent.  Broiler  exports 
to  Switzerland  under  USDA's  Export  Payment 
Program  accounted  for  about  8  million  pounds. 

USDA  purchases  of  fresh  frozen  cut-up 
young  chicken  for  the  National  School  Lunch 
Program  were  begun  on  September  3  for  the 
current  school  year.  Through  October  28,  buying 
totaled  21.3  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $7.4 
million.  This  compares  with  14  million  pounds 
and  $4.2  million  through  approximately  the 
same  date  in  1968.  However,  purchases  in  1968 
did  not  begin  until  early  October. 

Outlook  for  1970 

Production— Broiler  production  in  1970 
is  expected  to  continue  to  expand.  The  latest 
supplement  to  the  USDA  broiler  guide  suggests 
that  broiler  egg  settings  for  first  quarter  1970 
slaughter  not  be  more  than  5  percent  above 
a  year  earlier.  Production  during  the  past  10 
years  expanded  at  an  average  rate  of  94  million 
broilers  per  year,  or  about  5  percent.  Pro- 
duction increased  each  year  during  this  period. 
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All  indications  are  for  continued  expansion  in 
output  in  1970.  The  relatively  high  prices  of 
broiler  in  recent  months  probably  will  result 
in  larger  production  in  the  first  half  of  next 
year,  even  though  prices  for  feed  may  average 
a  little  higher.  Pullet  chick  placements  for 
the  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  in  recent 
months  have  been  6  to  10  percent  above  a  year 
earlier;  and  the  expected  size  of  the  hatchery 
supply  flock  could  support  an  increase  in 
broiler  production  during  1970. 


BROILER  PRODUCTION 
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Trend 
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Prices— Broiler  prices  during  the  first 
half  of  1970  are  expected  to  average  moderately 
below  the  year-earlier  level  of  28.8  cents  a 
pound,  9-city  weighted  average,  for  ready-to- 
cook  birds.  The  reduction  could  be  substantial 
if  placements  continue  as  much  above  year- 
earlier  levels  as  in  recent  months.  Larger 
supplies  of  broilers  combined  with  continued 
large  supplies  of  red  meats,  and  a  possible 
slowdown  in  the  growth  of  general  economic 
activity,  are  expected  to  put  pressure  on  broiler 
prices. 

Broiler  feed  costs  in  the  first  half  of 
1970  are  expected  to  average  slightly  above 
1969.  Corn  prices  will  likely  average  a  little 
higher  and  fish  meal  substantially  higher; 
but  they  may  be  lower  for  soybean  meaL 
The  cost  of  most  other  production  items  pro- 
bably will  continue  to  increase  but  at  a  slower 
rate  than  in  1969. 

TURKEYS 

Situation  and  Outlook  this  Fall 

Production— The  106.4  million  turkeys 
raised  this  year  will  total  almost  the  same 


PES-259 


NOVEMBER  1969 


as  a  year  earlier.  The  number  of  heavy  breed 
turkeys  increased  1.8  million,  while  light  breeds 
declined  by  about  the  same  number.  Turkey 
meat  production  for  1969  will  likely  total  1 
to  2  percent  above  last  year  as  a  result  of 
turkeys   being  marketed   at  heavier  average 
weights— partly  because   of  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  heavy  breeds.  Turkey  meat  output, 
ready-to-cook  weight,  during  January-Septem- 
ber in  Federally  inspected  plants  totaled  789 
million   pounds,   2   percent  above  the  same 
months  of  1968.  Higher  average  weights— up 
about  1  percent— and  4  percent  larger  market- 
ings of  young  turkeys  more  than  offset  the 
decline  in  marketings  of  fryer-roasters  and 
old   turkeys.  Fourth  quarter  production  will 
likely  be  slightly  below  a  year  earlier,  because 
a  larger  share  of  the  1969  crop  apparently 
was  marketed  in  the  first  3  quarters. 

Prices— Prices  to  producers  for  turkeys 
this  year  are  expected  to  average  moderately 
above  the  19.6  cents  a  pound  for  1968.  Prices 
in  the  first  3  quarters  averaged  20.5  cents 
a  pound,  1.4  cents  above  the  same  period  of 
1968.  Prices  trended  up  from  the  seasonal 
low  of  19„6  cents  for  February,  1.6  cents  above 
February  1968,  to  22.4  cents  for  October. 
Wholesale  ready-to-cook  prices  in  major 
markets  have  been  generally  higher  in  recent 
weeks.  Markets  probably  will  strengthen  further 
due  to  holiday  demand;  and  prices  are  expected 
to   continue  moderately   above   1968  levels. 


Turkeys:  Number  inspected,  average  liveweight 
and  pounds  certified  as  wholesome  in  Federally 
inspected  slaughter  plants 


:  Certified 

:  Number 

Average 

:  wholesome 

Calendar 

inspected 

liveweight 

X  ready-  to-  cook 

quarters 

:    •  weight) 

1968  ;  1969 

1968  ;  1969 

;  1968  ;  1969 

—  Mil.  — 

—  Lb.  — 

—  Mil.  lb.  -- 

I  ; 

7.7  6.6 

15.8  16.4 

98.9  87.3 

II  : 

10.4  11.2 

16.2  16.1 

134.4  145.4 

HI  : 

37.2  38.3 

18.0  18.2 

537.5  556.5 

IV 

42.1 

20.5 

684.8 

Cold  storage  stocks  of  turkey  were  reduced 
sharply  during  the  first  half  of  1969— down 
to  119  million  pounds  on  July  1,  compared 
with   a    record   185   million  pounds  for  that 


date  a  year  earlier.  Cold  storage  stocks  rose 
seasonally  during  the  third  quarter  to  329 
million  pounds  on  October  1,  but  remained 
substantially  below  the  386  million  pounds  on 
October  1,  1968.  Stocks  are  expected  to  decline 
during  the  fourth  quarter  due  to  seasonally 
strong  demand  at  the  end  of  the  year  storage 
holdings  likely  will  be  down  about  a  third  from 
the   317   million  pounds   of  a  year  earlier. 

Utilization— On  August  21,  USDAstarted 
buying  young,  whole  ready-to-cook  frozen  tur- 
keys from  the  1969  crop  for  the  school  lunch 
program.  On  October  22,  USDA  suspended  the 
buying  for  school  lunches  and  also  ended  buying 
of  canned  boned  poultry.  Through  October  22, 
a  total  of  20.6  million  pounds  of  frozen  turkey 
were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $7.1  million.  USDA 
purchases  of  canned  boned  turkey  from  the 
1969  crop  for  distribution  to  needy  families 
totaled  2  million  dozen  cans,  equivalent  to 
84.7  million  pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight,  at 
a  total  cost  of  $39.3  million.  No  canned  boned 
turkey  was  purchased  during  this  period  last 
year. 

Military  purchases  of  turkey  in  the  first 
half  of  1969  totaled  17.0  million  pounds  com- 
pared with  24.3  million  in  the  first  half  of 
1968. 

Turkey  meat  exports  in  January-Septem- 
ber totaled  24.7  million  pounds,  ready-to-cook 
weight,  compared  with  26.0  million  pounds 
in  the  same  period  of  1968.  Exports  of  turkey 
parts,  accounting  for  most  of  foreign  sales, 
were  up  2  percent;  those  of  whole  turkeys 
were  down  about  a  fourth. 


Outlook  for  1970 

Production— Turkey  production  in  1970 
likely  will  be  above  1968  and  1969  levels. 
The  higher  turkey  prices  in  1969  probably 
will  lead  to  expansion  in  output  in  1970,  even 
though  turkey  feed  costs  may  be  up  slightly, 

Turkey  breeder  flock  owners  in  15  major 
turkey  growing  States  indicated  their  intentions 
in  September  to  keep  1  percent  more  turkey 
breeder  hens  for  the  1970  hatching  season 
than  in  1969.  These  breeders  reported  in- 
tentions to  keep  about  the  same  number  of 
heavy  breed  hens  as  in  1969,  but  9  percent 
more  light  breed  hens.  These  15  States  ac- 
counted for  about  79  percent  of  all  breeder 
hens  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1969. 
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Intentions  indicate  that  breeder  hens  in  1970 
will  be  down  11  to  33  percent  in  Pennsylvania, 
Iowa,  Washington,  Ohio,  and  Oklahoma.  For 
the  other  10  States,  intentions  are  equal  to 
or  above  last  year.  This  early-season  survey 
is  a  fairly  good  indicator  of  turkeys  raised 
the  following  year. 

Turkey  meat  supplies  in  the  first  half 
of  1970— .when  supplies  are  seasonally  light- 


will  probably  fall  below  last  year  as  a  result 
of  smaller  beginning  stocks.  About  3  percent 
more  poults  are  being  hatched  in  the  closing 
months  of  1969  for  marketing  early  next  year. 
However,  cold  storage  holdings  of  turkeys  on 
January  1,  1970,  will  likely  be  down  about  a 
third  from  a  year  earlier.  Prices  to  producers 
for  turkey  in  the  first  half  of  1970  likely 
will  be  down  seasonally  from  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1969,  but  probably  above  year-earlier  levels. 


********* 


ANNUAL  OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULED  FOR  FEBRUARY  1979 

.  The  National  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference,  is  scheduled  for  February 
16  to  18,  1970.    The  Conference  will  give  emphasis  to  the  general  domestic  and 
international  economic  situation  with  time  also  devoted  to  the  Commodity  Sessions. 
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CHANGES  IN  FIRM  AND  PLANT  SIZE  IN  BROILER  AND  TURKEY  PROCESSING 

v  /  \ 

by 

4  1 

Fred  L,  >Faber  and  William  W.i  Gallimore 
Agricultural  Economists,  Economic  Research  Service 


The  broiler  and  turkey  processing  indus- 
tries continue  to  grow  and  change.  This  article 
discusses  changes  in  firm  and  plant  size  in  the 
196Cfs  and  examines  some  of  the  implications 
of  these  changes.  1/ 

Federally  inspected  slaughtering  plants 
account  for  the  bulk  of  chickens  and  turkeys 
slaughtered.  In  1968,  such  plants  accounted  for 
90  percent  of  U.S.  production  of  young  chickens 
and  91  percent  of  U.S.  turkey  production.  Com- 
parisons in  this  article  are  based  on  data  on 
Federally  inspected  plants. 


Changes  in  Concentration 

One  method  of  measuring  changes  in  the 
sizes  of  firms  is  to  compare  the  percentages 
of  total  volume  handled  by  a  specified  number 
in  different  time  periods.  A  typical  procedure 
is  to  measure  the  value  or  physical  product 
handled  by  the  four,  eight,  and  20  largest  firms 
(Table  1).  Another  method  is  to  determine  the 
number  of  firms  handling  specified  shares  of 
total  output  in  different  time  periods  (Table  2). 

For  broilers,  the  trend  toward  increased 
concentration  leveled  off  from  1964  to  1968. 
The  four  and  eight  largest  firms  processed 
virtually  the  same  share  of  slaughter  in  1968 
as  in  1964,  but  the  20  largest  firms  processed 
about  3  percent  more  of  the  total  in  1968  than 
in  1964.  The  number  of  plants  owned  by  the 
four  and  eight  largest  broiler  processors  de- 
creased from  1964  to  1968,  but  there  was  an 
increase  of  four  plants  for  the  20  largest 
broiler  processors. 

The  trend  of  concentration  in  turkey  pro- 
cessing is  quite  different  from  broilers.  There 
was  little  change  in  the  share  of  turkeys  pro- 
cessed by  the  four,  eight,  and  20  largest  firms 
from  1960  to  1964,  but  a  very  decided  trend 
toward  more  concentration  from  1964  to  1968. 


The  increases  in  the  share  processed  was 
accomplished  with  only  a  very  slight  increase 
'in  the  number  of  plants  owned  or  controlled 
by  these  firms. 

Firms  processing  broilers  decreased  from 
286  in  1960  to  153  in  1968  (Table  2).  In  1960, 
94  firms  or  33  percent  of  the  total  processed 
70  percent  of  the  volume.  By  1968,  48  firms 
or  31  percent  handled  70  percent  of  the  volume. 

The  number  of  turkey  firms  decreased 
sharply  from  189  in  1964  to  102  in  1968, 
continuing  the  1960  to  1964  trend  (Table  2). 
Forty  firms,  or  16  percent  of  the  total,  handled 
70  percent  of  total  turkeys  processed  in  I960. 
By  1968,  only  21  firms  or  21  percent  of  the 
total,  handled  70  percent. 

These  data  suggest,  that  following  a  period 
of  high  activity  in  mergers  and  acquisitions, 
the  period  from  1964  to  1968  was  used  by 
broiler  processors  to  reorganize  and  improve 
the  efficiency  of  plants  rather  than  acquire 
new  ones.  Acquisitions  and  mergers  that  have 
been  made  in  1969  suggest  that  concentra- 
tion in  broiler  processing  may  speed  up  in 
the  next  few  years. 

Although  the  number  of  firms  processing 
turkeys  declined  from  1960  to  1968,  the  increase 
in  concentration  came  from  1964  to  1968.  In- 
creased concentration  in  the  turkey  industry 
may  be  a  result  of  acquisitions  and  mergers 
and  an  increase  in  plant  size  by  the  larger 
firms. 


1/  Broilers  and  young  chickens  are  used  synonymously 
in  this  article  although  the  reported  slaughter  of  young 
chickens  includes  commercially  grown  broiler- fryers 
and  other  young  immature  birds  such  as  roasters  and 
capons.  However,  broilers  probably  account  for  more 
than  95  percent  of  the  slaughter  reported  for  young 
chickens. 
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Changes  in  Number  and  Size 
of  Processing  Plants 

Earlier  studies  have  indicated  that  econo- 
mies of  scale  exist  in  chicken  and  turkey  pro- 
cessing. Moreover,  substantial  cost  savings 
can  be  obtained  by  increasing  effective  pro- 
duction density  in  the  processing  plants'  supply 
area.  Over  time  these  forces  tend  to  reduce 
plant  numbers  and  increase  plant  sizes.  Growth 
in  concentration  among  firms,  although  some- 
times undertaken  for  other  reasons,  may  have 
reinforced  this  trend  during  the  1960*  s. 


Table  1.- -Share  of  Federally  inspected  young  chicken 
and  turkey  slaughtered  by  the  four,  eight,  and  20 
largest  firms,  and  numbers  of  plants  operated 
by  these  firms,  1960,  1964,  and  1968  1/ 


Share  of  total  Federally 

Pni  ilf  rv 

inspected  slauj 

*hter 

r  uuiLi  y 

311(3 

Four 

:     Eight  : 

20 

year 

largest 

largest 

largest 

firms 

firms 

firms 

Percent 

Young  chickens:  : 

1960  ; 

12 

18 

32 

1964 

18 

28 

44 

1968  : 

18 

29 

47 

Turkeys:  : 

1960  : 

22 

32 

50 

1964  : 

22 

33 

51 

1968 

30 

44 

65 

Plants  operated 

Number 

Young  chickens:  : 

1960 

21 

31 

52 

1964 

36 

51 

80 

1968  ; 

31 

48 

84 

Turkeys:  : 

1960  ; 

34 

41 

60 

1964 

29 

37 

56 

1968  : 

30 

38 

54 

1/  Production  is  for  plants  processing  at  least  1,000 
young  chickens  or  turkeys  annually. 

Data  for  1960  and  1964  are  from  Technical  Study  No. 
2,  National  Commission  on  Food  Marketing,  June  1966. 
Data  for  1968  compiled  by  the  Economic  Research 
Service  from  unpublished  data  of  Consumer  and  Market- 
ing Service,  USDA. 


Table  2.--Number  of  Federally  inspected  young  chicken 
and  turkey  processing  firms  accounting  for  specified 
proportions  of  output,  1960,  1964,  and  1968  1/ 


Percent 
of 
output 

Young 
chickens 

Turkeys 

I960 

|  1964  ; 

1968 

j  1960 

!  1964  1 

1968 

Number 

30  : 

19 

9 

8 

6 

6 

4 

50  : 

47 

26 

22 

18 

17 

10 

70  : 

94 

55 

48 

40 

35 

21 

80  : 

125 

77 

66 

57 

48 

30 

90  : 

175 

107 

90 

87 

69 

43 

95  ! 

228 

131 

108 

121 

93 

53 

100  : 

286 

201 

153 

249 

189 

102 

1/  Production  is  from  plants  processing  at  least  1,000 
young  chicken  or  turkeys  annually;  at  least  two-thirds  of 
all  poultry  processed  in  such  plants  was  young  chickens 
or  turkeys. 


Data  for  1960  and  1964  are  from  Technical  Study  No.2, 
National  Commission  on  Food  Marketing,  June  1966. 
Data  for  1968  compiled  by  the  Economic  Research  Serv- 
ice from  unpublished  data  of  Consumer  and  Marketing 
Service,  USDA. 


Plants  slaughtering  all  classes  of  poultry 
under  Federal  inspection  declined  from  532 
in  1962  to  424  in  1968.  During  the  same  period 
the  total  volume  of  all  poultry  slaughtered  in 
these  plants  increased  from  8.1  billion  to  10.9 
billion  pounds.  The  plants  under  Federal  in- 
spection accounted  for  85  percent  of  all  poultry 
sold  off  farms  in  1962  and  88  percent  in  1968. 

All  of  the  plants  slaughtering  young 
chickens,  of  any  amount,  are  included  in  Table 
3,  even  though  the  predominant  class  of  poultry  • 
slaughtered  may  have  been  different.  All  of 
the  plants  slaughtering  turkeys,  of  any  amount 
are  included  in  Table  4. 

Plants  slaughtering  young  chickens  under 
Federal  inspection  declined  from  288  in  1962 
to  274  in  1968.  Volume  of  slaughter  of  young 
chickens  increased  from  5.9  billion  to  8.3 
billion  pounds  during  the  same  period.  Plants 
slaughtering  1  million  pounds  or  more  per 
week  more  than  doubled  in  number  from  1962 
to  1968.  The  second  largest  size  group  showed 
an  increase  from  118  plants  in  1962  to  125 
in  1968.  They  also  showed  a  moderate  increase 
in  volume  of  slaughter  for  the  same  period. 
The  two  smallest  size  groups  declined  both 
in  number   of  plants  and  in  volume  of  slaughter. 
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Shifts  toward  the  largest  plant  sizes  oc- 
curred mainly  in  the  heavy  broiler  producing 
South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  regions.  Aver- 
age volume  per  plant  increased  in  all  regions 
from  1962  to  1968  (Table  3). 

Plants  slaughtering  turkeys  under  Federal 
inspection  decreased  sharply  from  281  in  1962 
to  193  in  1968.  Volume  of  turkey  slaughter 
increased  from  1.4  billion  to  1.8  billion  pounds 
(Table  4). 


Plants  slaughtering  turkeys  were  not  as 
large,  on  the  average  as  the  plants  slaughter- 


ing young  chickens.  This  may  be  due,  in  part 
at  least,  to  the  highly  seasonal  operations  of 
plants  slaughtering  turkeys. 

Decreases  in  numbers  of  plants  and  volume 
of  slaughter  occurred  among  the  two  small 
size  groups  of  plants  slaughtering  turkeys. 
Increases  occurred  both  in  numbers  of  plants 
and  in  volume  of  slaughter  in  the  large  size 
group  only.  In  fact,  volume  of  slaughter  doubled 
from  1962  to  1968  in  the  large  size  group. 
Growth  in  average  plant  size  occurred  in  all 
regions  except  the  North  Atlantic  region.  Most 
of  the  growth  in  plant  size  occurred  in  the  East 
North  Central,  South  Atlantic,  and  South  Central 
regions. 
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7. — Egg-feed  price  ratios,  replacements  started  and  raised,  and 
subsequent  numbers  of  pullets  on  farms,  1950  to  date  l/ 


Year 

Egg-feed 
price  ratio 
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3/ 

I Ig t ch  of  replace- 
nieivt  pullet 
chicks  h J 

Pullets  on 

farms  5/ 
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inten- 
tions to 
purchase 
chicks 

Weighted 
average 
g/ 

Year 
|    June  30 

Year        :  Year 
ended      :  ended 
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Li. 
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OP 

1951*  i 
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257 
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2l*5 

250 
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255 

Oil's 
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OP 
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1969 
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d±.o 

Percent  of 
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Pet. 
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Pet.  Pet. 
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XUX  xuu 

XU^ 

i  no 
XUci 

XUO 

!  96 

97 

101 

102  103 

10k 

111 

101 

:  93 

98 

T*-1  ys 

XOh 

Q7 

Q7 

1966 

i  125 

113 

113 

109  112 

nit 

116 

101 

1967 

:  83 

93 

95 

106  102 

81 

99 

103 

1968 

:  9h 

89 

93 

88  90 

86 

97 

99 

1969 

:  13U 

129 

107  107 

106 

95 

1/  Includes  available  data  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  1961.    2/  Weights  are  as  follows:  Preceding 
November  .1;  preceding  December  2;  January  3;  February  U;  March  5;  April  3;  May  1.    3/  For  farm  flock  replacement; 
excluding  specialized  broilers,  but  including  broiler  breeder  stock,    kj  One-half  of  reported  hatch  of  egg-type 
chicks  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks.    5/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 
♦Prior  to  January  1963,  poultry  feed  was  reported  in  number  of  pounds;  beginning  January,  1968  laying  feed  replaced 
poultry  feed  and  is  reported  in  number  of  tons. 
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Table    3. — Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1956-69 


Year  > 

First  ! 
quarter 

Second 
quarter 

\       Third  ] 
\  quarter 

Fourth 
quarter 

Year 

ICQ  X 

Million 

Mi  1 1  i  on 

Mil 1 1  on 

1Q56 

136  1+ 

151  4 

P2  3 

P3  Q 

334  0 

1Q57 

x  J  J  (  < 

Q7  Q 

123 .8 

17  2 
x  1  •  c 

20.  4 

P5Q  4 

1  Q5R  ■ 

1  nil  0 

i42  8 

24  8 

26  U 

PQfl  P 

1 QSQ  < 

j-yjy  > 

•            1  07  S 
,            XUf  •  ? 

lei  •  J 

PO  6 

pi  n 

970  5 

1  060  ■ 

66  6 

5P0  4 

ALU  a  *T 

P5  Q 

p6  q 

P3Q  R 

±.y\J±.  < 

86  P 

in  7 

3P  1 
•  x 

"3P  Q 

p6p  q 

1 Q6P  ' 

73  7 

1  OQ  6 

±.\Jy  •  w 

34  0 

33  7 

P51  0 

1  063 

7P  5 

10Q  3 

3Q  7 

35  Q 

257  4 

1964  : 

i  7U.0 

107.0 

^3.7 

39.5 

264.2 

1965  ! 

:  63.9 

94.5 

45.3 

U0.8 

244.5 

1966  : 

71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.4 

284.7 

1967  : 

:  76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

43. 8 

267.4 

1968  : 

:  62.9 

83.3 

55.8 

55.1 

257.1 

1969  : 

:  65.1 

83.9 

58.9 

Table    9. — Broiler  pullets  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
by  quarters,  1956-1969 


Year  1/  : 

First 
quarter 

Second 
quarter 

Third 
1  quarter 

[  Fourth 
[  quarter 

Year 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  : 

:  7.0 

8.1 

5-5 

5.6 

26.2 

1957  : 

:  6.4 

8.0 

5.0 

6.5 

25-9 

1958  : 

!  7.0 

10.0 

7.9 

6.5 

31.4 

1959  i 

:  7.3 

8.8 

5-5 

5.3 

26.9 

i960  ! 

:  6.1 

10.0 

6.6 

6.2 

28.9 

1961  ! 

!  7.9 

10.0 

6.7 

5.2 

29.8 

1962  ! 

:  7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.1 

28.9 

1963 

:  6.9 

10.3 

6.9 

6.3 

30.4 

1964 

:  7.9 

8.2 

7.8 

6.6 

30.5 

1965  : 

:  8.3 

10.1 

7.6 

7-9 

33.9 

1966 

:  9.5 

11.6 

9-8 

8.8 

39.7 

1967 

:  9.2 

10.5 

8.4 

8.3 

36.4 

1968 

i  8.6 

10.3 

8.8 

9.3 

37.0 

1969 

:  9.3 

10.9 

9,0 

1/  Additional  coverage  beginning  in  1964  accounted  for  approximately  4  percent 
more  pullets  than  previous  years. 
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Table  H. — Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months, 
1963-67  average  and  1967-69  to  date  1/ 


Month  - 

I  1963-67 
,      average  2/ 

• 
• 

• 

t 

: 

• 

• 
• 

1967  : 

1968  i 

1969 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January  : 

:  19.2 

22.5 

19.2 

21.8 

February  j 

:  23.5 

26.1 

22.1 

22.7 

March  j 

:  37.1 

36.7 

30.2 

29.9 

April  i 

!  45.1 

40.7 

34.8 

33.6 

May  : 

:  4o.5 

37.4 

32.7 

33.9 

June  ! 

i  26.9 

27.6 

26.1 

27.4 

July  i 

;  19.2 

19.7 

21.  4 

23.1 

August  i 

1  17.7 

20.7 

21.4 

22.1 

September  : 

i  18.1 

20.3 

21.9 

22.7 

October  ; 

:  18.0 

19.1 

23.1 

November  ! 

:  16.3 

16.8 

21.0 

December  : 

:  16.1 

16.2 

20.1 

Total  ! 

!  297.8 

303.9 

294.1 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically 
for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading  breeders. 

2/  1963  excludes  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders  which  were  covered 
for  the  first  time  in  1964. 
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Table  12. — Layers  and  potential  layers,  October  1  and  following 
January  1,  i960  to  date 


October  1 

Mature 
chickens 
slaughtered 
under  Federal 
inspection 
Oct. -Dec. 

Flock  re- 

Year 

Layers 

Pullets  S 

Potential 

placement 
pullets 

Hens  '• 

Pullets  : 

Total 

not  yet  5 
laying  : 

layers 
i/ 

hatched  in 
June -Oct. 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Reported : 
I960  2/ 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1961* 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 


Change  from 
year  before  3/ 

1960  k/ 

1961  k! 

1963 
1961+ 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 


Reported : 
I960  2/ 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1961* 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 


Change  from 
year  before  3/ 

1960  h/ 

1961  h/ 
1962 
1963 
1961+ 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1963 
1969 


169 
151* 
162 
161 
161 
170 
168 
165 
180 
169 


9 
-15 
8 
-1 

9 

-3 
15 
-11 


122 
11+7 

ii*o 

139 
lkk 

133 

ll*3 
157 
133 
ll*l* 


-25 
26 
-7 
-1 
5 

-11 
10 
11* 

-21* 
11 


Millions 


127 
133 
132 
136 
137 
137 
ll*3 
138 
139 
ll*2 


291 
301 
302 
300 
305 
3d* 
312 
321 
311* 
313 


-16 
11 

l 
-2 

5 
-2 
13 
10 
-7 
§/ 


93 
88 
89 
96 
101 

71* 
85 
78 
69 
71 


8 
-5 
2 
7 
5 

-a 

20 
-10 
-6 
5 


383 
389 
391 
396 
1*07 
378 
397 
1*00 
383 
385 


-8 

6 
2 
6 
10 

-29 

20 
3 

-17 

2 


1*1 
1*1 
1+1* 
1*6 
1*7 
1*2 
1*6 
1*7 
1*1 


1 

H 

2 

% 

i» 
1 

5 


Millions 


193 
176 
133 
17l* 
173 
176 
166 
187 
190 
175 


-7 
-17 
7 

-10 
-1 

1* 

-10 

21 
3 
15 


Mill  ions 


319 
309 
315 
310 
310 
313 
309 
325 
329 
317 


-11 
-10 

6 

-5 

§/ 
3 

-1* 
16 
1* 

-12 


Millions 


32 
38 
1*1* 
1*7 
5*f 
36 
37 
1*1* 
h5 
1+6 


-l* 

6 
5 
It 
7 
-18 
1 
7 

* 


69 
73 
78 
85 
95 
96 
116 
107 
111* 
5/U8 


17 
1* 
5 
7 

10 
1 

20 
9 
7 
l* 


',                                                               January  1  following  year 

Layers 

Pullets 

Potential 
layers 

:  Hens 

:  Pullets 

:            Total  : 

not  yet 
laying 

Millions 


352 
31*8 
359 
357 
361* 
31*9 
31*6 
369 
371+ 
363 


-15 
-It 
11 
-1 

6 

-11* 
-3 

23 
5 

-11 


1/  Layers  plus  pullets  not  yet  laying.  2/  Data  for  W  States, 
data  for  1*3  States.    5/  Partly  estimated.    6/  Less  than  .05. 


3/  Computed  from  unrounded  data,    hj  Based  on 
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Table  13. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  1962  to  date  l/ 


Yqblt 

Jsn  • 

1  Feb. 

1  Mar. 

i  APr- 

|  May  * 

June 

July 

i  Aue-  ! 

ot:p  U  • 

Nov  • 

JJcC  • 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  b 

roilei 

-  hatchery  supply 

flocks 

7- 

14  month 

s  earlier 

1962  ! 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6  . 

-6 

-7 

-9 

-11 

1963 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

1964  ; 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

j 

1 

_2 

_5 

1965  : 

-6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

it 

5 

7 

10 

1966 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

lit 

lyO  ( 

ID 

17 

18 

18 

20 

20 

20 

20 

17 

D 

n 

1968  ! 

-4 

-7 

-8 

-10 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-13 

-19 

-8 

-6 

-5 

1969 

-3 

-3 

-2 

-1 

1 

3 

It 

7 

8 

8 

6 

10 

1970 

3 

8 

0 

7 

Broiler  chick  placements 

in  22 

or 

23  States  advanced 

2  months 

to  expected  marketing 

5  morfth 

1962 

0 

3 

2 

2 

-1 

0 

_o 

£. 

-1 

-1 

3 

12 

19 

1963 

18 

10 

It 

-1 

0 

2 

f. 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

196k 

It 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

J. 

1 

it 

5 

5 

it 

1965 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

Q 

7 

11 

11 

13 

13 

lit 

JL^OO 

JO 

14 

lit 

12 

10 

9 

Q 

8 

8 

J-VJ 

]_]_ 

1 1 

IX 

1967 

8 

3 

2 

3 

It 

2 

0 

-1 

1 

-1 

-3 

-It 

1968 

-3 

-0 

1 

-2 

-3 

-1 

1 

0 

2 

It 

6 

1969 

k 

5 

6 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

9 

11 

n 

Broiler  prices  received 

by 

producers 

1962 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

it 

11 

T  ft 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

1963 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

"J 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

-3 

196k 

-7 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

A 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965 

It 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

( 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

xyoo 

0 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

O 
D 

3 

-1 

k 

Jo 

1967 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-17 

-16 

-15 

-lit 

-lit 

-13 

-12 

-8 

-7 

1968 

-it 

-2 

0 

5 

8 

10 

11 

12 

10 

10 

10 

11 

1969 

:  7 

5 

It 

3 

3 

2 

8 

12 

13 

Prices 

paid  to 

commerci 

al  hatcheries 

for 

bro: 

Ller-type 

chicks 

2/ 

1962 

•  -22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

It 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963 

:  11 

10 

12 

14 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-9 

196U 

-11 

-13 

-14 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-It 

-3 

-it 

-it 

-1 

it 

1965 

10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

-3 

XyOO 

t  —x 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

c. 

-L 

1967 

:  -7 

-16 

-19 

-22 

-22 

-21 

-21 

-23 

-2k 

-21 

-17 

-11 

1968 

-6 

3 

10 

15 

17 

15 

15 

17 

21 

21 

21 

19 

1969 

:  17 

12 

8 

It 

-1 

-2 

1 

it 

5 

Prices 

paid  to 

Georgia 

producers 

for 

hatching 

eggs 

1962 

:  -22 

-22 

-2lt 

-22 

-lit 

-3 

9 

2lt 

33 

34 

28 

23 

1963 

:  21 

24 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-1 

-1 

-3 

-8 

1961* 

:  -lit 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-U 

-1 

it 

1965 

:  9 

13 

15 

16 

lU 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1966 

:  0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

7 

7 

5 

0 

-it 

1967 

:  -8 

-11 

-12 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-lit 

-15 

-13 

-10 

-7 

1968 

:  -3 

2 

6 

8 

9 

8 

9 

11 

13 

lit 

lit 

13 

1969 

:  11 

8 

6 

2 

8 

7 

8 

0 

6 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages.  2/  U.S.  average  prices 
1962  through  November  I96U  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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Table  15. — Export  payments  on  Chicken  to  Switzerland,  1968-69  1/ 
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Amount  purchased 

Price  range 
paid  per  pound 

Cost  of  purchase 

Week  : 
ending  ; 

Weekly 

Cumulative       ' — 

Neck  and  giblets 

"  Weekly 

Cumulative 

With          S  Without 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

Cents 

1,000 
dollars 

1,000 
dollars 

1968  i 

May 

8  ! 

15 
23 
29 

150 
180 
60 
90 

150 
330 
390 
1+80 

16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 

25,350 
30,900 
10, 200 
15,150 

25,350 
56,250 

lien 
60,450 

81,600 

June 

5 
12 
19 
26 

180 
150 
1,1+30 

280 

660 
810 
2,21+0 
2,520 

16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
17.0-18.0 
17.0 

30,900 
25,950 
251,700 
1+7,600 

112,500 
138,1+50 
390,150 
1+37,700 

July 

3 

10 
17 

2k 

66 
70 
30 
280 

2,586 
2,656 
2/2,1+66 
2,746 

17.0 

17.0-18.0 

17.0 

17.0 

11,220 
12,200 
5,100 
1+7,000 

1+1+8 , 970 
1+61,170 
2/1+28,870 
1+76,1+70 

Aug. 

7 

28 

1*20 
1,820 

3,166 
5,006 

17.0-18.0 
16.5-17.5 

72,600 
314,000 

51+9,070 
863,070 

Sept. 

11 

18 

200 

Wa 

5,206 

5,61+7 

16.5-17.5 
16.5 

31+,  000 
72,765 

897,070 
969,835 

Oct. 

9 
16 
30 

30 
708 

it30 

5,677 

6,3t>5 
6,815 

13.75 

13.50-13.75 
lit.  75 

4,125 
96,680 

63,»»25 

973,960 
1,070,61+0 
1,131+, 065 

Nov. 

6 

575 

7,390 

llt.25-llt.75 

84,330 

1,218,395 

Dec. 

11 
31 

1969 

840 
38 

8,230 

8,268 

15.50-16.75 
16.25 

138,200 
6,175 

1,356,595 

1,362,770 

Jan. 

8 
15 

29 

it  1+1 
Uoo 
1,216 

8,709 
9,109 
10,325 

15.50 
16.75 
15.75-17.00 

68,355 
67,000 
200,745 

1,1+31,125 
1,1+98,125 
1,698,870 

Mar. 

12 
19 

30 
600 

10,355 
10,955 

16.50 
16.50-17.90 

it, 950 
106,000 

1 , 701+ ,  000 
1,810,000 

Apr. 

3 
9 
16 
23 

:  3io 
!  75 
!  719 
1+65 

11,265 
3/11, 3lt0 
12,059 
12,521+ 

l6.50-80-17.90 
16.80 
16.25-55-17.90 
15.75-17.00 

3/52,559 
12,600 
126,000 
75,738 

1,81+9,000 
1,875,000 
2,000,000 
2,076,000 

May 

7 
lit 
28 

!  1,960 

569 

!  500 

11+.1+81+ 
15,053 
15,553 

16.25-17.90 
16.90-17.00 
18.0 

348,860 
96,000 
90,000 

2, 1+2!*,  860 
2,520,860 
2,610,860 

June 

It 
11 

18 

■  1+00 

[  1,260 

:  38 

15,953 
17,213 
17,251 

17.0 

17.0-18.0 
16.75 

68,000 
222,000 
6,365 

2,678,860 
2,900,860 
2,907,225 

July 

2 
16 
23 

!  636 
!  600 

:  677 

17,887 
18,1+87 
19,164 

17.0-18.0 
17.0-18.0 
17.0-18.0 

ll3,!t8o 
107,000 
116,090 

3,020,705 
3,127,705 
3,21+3,795 

Aug. 

6 

20 
27 

:  190 
:  152 
i  266 

19,351+ 
19,506 
19,772 

16.25-17.00 
17.00-l8.00 
17.00-18.00 

32,395 
26,600 
1+7,000 

3,276,190 

3,369,790 

Sept. 

It 
11 
17 
21+ 

:  116 
:  269 

!  90 

:  270 

19,888 
20,157 
20,2lt7 
20,517 

17. 00-13. 00 
17.00-18.00 
18.00 
17.00-18.00 

20,880 
1+6,510 
16,200 
1+7,920 

3,370,670 

3,1+17,180 
3,433,300 
3,1+81,300 

Oct. 

22 
28 

:  190 
:  272 

20,707 
20,979 

16.50-17.50 
16.50-17.50-17.75 

32,650 
1+7,030 

3,513,950 
3,560,980 

1/  No  acceptable  offers  received  for  weeks  not  listed.  2/  Quantity  and  cost  revised  downward.  3_/  Totals  revised  to  reflect 
an  acceptance  not  previously  reported. 
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Tabic  16. — Turkeys  for  breeding  on  .January  1:    Farmers'  intentions  and 
reported  numbers,  15  important  States,  1968  to  date 


State  : 

Heavy  breeds 

Intentions-Percentage 
of  year  before 

1968    i    1969    :  1970 

:       Breeders  on  hand  as  of  January  lr  1969 

:                     „   .                     :  Percentage  of 

Number  , 
',                                                :    year  before 

;  1967 

;  1968  ; 

1969 

:  1968  : 

•  * 

1969 

New  York  : 

oO 

75 

100 

13 

12 

11 

92 

100 

Pennsylvania  : 

120 

105 

00 

35 

25 

29 

71 

117 

Ohio  j 

82 

55 

0  / 

y 

lo2 

ikO 

126 

96 

112 

Michigan  i 

105 

90 

105 

91 

On 

o2 

91 

90 

120 

Wisconsin  &  J 

Minnesota  : 

2/ 

97 

10U 

i+76 

381 

382 

79 

93 

Iowa  : 

96 

9» 

03 

152 

132 

127 

87 

82 

Missouri  : 

100 

110 

2/ 

196 

171 

161+ 

92 

119 

Virginia  ; 

98 

Ilk 

115 

50 

45 

HO 

-7)1 
74 

OJ 

South  Carolina  i 

95 

107 

105 

75 

78 

9h 

85 

125 

Oklahoma  j 

2/ 

d 

1+6 

2/ 

5^ 

lie! 

Texas  j 

97 

112 

it  20 

370 

418 

9h 

127 

Washington  : 

95 

On 

82 

21 

22 

22 

105 

95 

Oregon  : 

90 

of 

y 

lOo 

California  : 

87 

109 

100 

9B1 

7^6 

690 

1-7  O 

73 

Total  15  States  : 

90 

ioh 

100 

2,718 

2,l8U 

1,819 

82 

100 

Beltsville  and 

other  light 

breeds 

Not  York  ! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania  ! 

150 

33 

100 

7 

7 

175 

100 

Ohio  ! 

32 

25 

2/ 

27 

1 

1 

15 

90 

Michigan  , 

100 

85 

100 

7 

7 

6 

100 

10Q 

Wisconsin  &  ! 

Minnesota  ! 

2/ 

101 

95 

165 

162 

161 

98 

123 

Iowa  ! 

50 

11 

3 

27 

79 

Missouri  , 

:  75 

75 

1/ 

15 

10 

5 

100 

38 

Virginia  i 

75 

95 

90 

105 

P  f 

TV 

6? 

i  Up 

South  Carolina  i 

0 

0 

0 

Oklahoma 

2/ 

2/ 

y 

V 

71 

156 

Texas  ! 

,  75 

33 

3 

3 

1 

100 

75 

Washington 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oregon 

;  80 

"2/ 

r 

California 

:  133 

100 

138 

183 

100 

Total  15  States 

■  82 

97 

109 

362 

127 

U01 

35 

90 

1/  Farmers'  September  intentions  to  hold  turkey  breeders  at  beginning  of  following  year  a; 
percentage  of  a  year  earlier. 

2/  Included  in  15  State  percentage. 

3/  Not  shown  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 

hj  Hunibers  for  heavy  and  light  breeds  not  shown  separately  to  avoid  disclosing  individual 
operations. 
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